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BROWZINE – a great way to peruse recent issues in TSU’s journal 
collection in a particular subject area – with full-text access! 

 

As the name suggests, BrowZine is specifically intended to provide an easy and pleasant way to quickly 
reach current (last ten years) contents of a set of journals in a particular subject area, for browsing 
purposes and reading PDFs of articles that strike you as interesting or relevant to your work.  It will 
familiarize you with the library’s collection of journals in our topic area, and is a good way to stay up-to-
date in a particular field. Please note that our library may have full-text access to a journal that goes 
back further than 10 years, but this tool is designed to focus on relatively recent issues only; to access 
older issues, use the library catalog to find out what is in our library’s collections as you normally would.  
Please note:  this tool is NOT a replacement for the usual strategies that you use to find a variety of 
articles from many sources that deal with a specific topic, are written by a particular author, etc.   

So what is it for? If you went physically to the library (!), you would find that the recent issues of a 
journal are available sitting loose on a shelf, grouped by subject area, because they are not yet “bound” 
into a hardback volume for storing with the library’s permanent periodical collections.  In the old days us 
graduate students used to go to the library every couple weeks, grab a few recent issues of the most 
important journals in our field, and plop down on in an armchair to flip through, see what people are 
working on, and catch up on important articles for our work as they appear.  This app/website is meant 
to bring back that ability but in a digital form.  Neither that physical browsing process nor BrowZine 
would be an effective or efficient way to try and comprehensively identify the best articles on an 
assigned paper topic, though; go back to Google Scholar (tips), Web of Science, Full Text Finder, other 
databases and the library catalog for that purpose just as you normally do. 

If you have a set of journals you would like to consult frequently, you can even download the BrowZine 
app for your phone or tablet; with the app, you have the ability to create a custom bookshelf with the 
journals you consult most.  You won’t have to re-log in for each session with the app either, it will retain 
your credentials. If you enter in your email address, you can “sync” your custom bookshelf across copies 
of the app on different devices. 

Here’s the BrowZine link to TSU’s collections that may be relevant (explore, because there are other 
subject groups that may be useful for particular courses): 

Public Administration, Public Policy, Public Affairs: 
http://browzine.com/libraries/844/subjects/67/bookcases/170 

Below is the first screen that will appear after you click on the link. 

http://browzine.com/libraries/844/subjects
http://www.tnstate.edu/library/
https://scholar.google.com/
https://scholar.google.com/intl/en/scholar/help.html
http://0-apps.webofknowledge.com.sultan.tnstate.edu/WOS_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=1BGZx7NDNW1VrhVAf5K&preferencesSaved=
http://0-web.b.ebscohost.com.sultan.tnstate.edu/pfi/search/basic?sid=c5ce974c-2783-47a1-b1f1-863df3b0f0c7%40sessionmgr113&vid=0&hid=116&sdb=edspub&tid=3000EP
http://www.tnstate.edu/library/databases.aspx
http://www.tnstate.edu/library/databases.aspx
http://www.tnstate.edu/library/
http://browzine.com/libraries/844/app-promotion
http://browzine.com/libraries/844/subjects/67/bookcases/170
http://browzine.com/libraries/844/subjects/67/bookcases/170
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Then you can click on a journal image to see available issues and tables of contents.  Generally full text is 
available, though for some journals full text may not be available for the most recent issues; if there are 
limitations to full text you will see a message about that after you click on the journal. 

 

Now you can choose an issue and table of contents to look through…click on an article that interests 
you… 

Then you will be asked to enter your library credentials just like you would for off-campus access.  The 
credentials are your FULL NAME including spaces just as it appears on your student ID card; the 
password is your T number including the capital letter T at the beginning.   
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You can now read the PDF article, download, etc.!   

 

 


